
Commissioner Proceedings August 8, 2016 

RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
 

OKANOGAN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

August 8, 2016 
 

  9:00 AM Review Consent Agenda 

  9:30 AM Executive Session RCW 42.30.110(1)(i) Legal Matters  

11:00 AM Update – Public Works Administration – Ben Rough 

  1:30 PM Closed Session – Union Negotiations – Rocky Jackson 

  3:00 PM  Update – Planning & Development – Perry Huston 

  4:30 PM Review Commissioners Meeting Minutes and Approve 

The Okanogan County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on August 8, 

2016, with, Commissioner DeTro, Commissioner Ray Campbell, Commissioner Sheilah 

Kennedy, and Tanya Craig, Deputy Clerk of the Board present.  

 

Meeting called to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 

The Commissioners discussed two requests for burn ban waivers. Commissioner 

Campbell requested that both parties be sent a letter requesting a fire plan to show their 

method for fire prevention and suppression. He would also like to see the chief of the 

fire district sign the plan to show they have been notified and agree to the waiver. Once 

they have a signed fire plan, they will submit the plan to the Commissioners for 

consideration. 

 

Executive Session RCW 42.30.110 (1)(i) Legal Matters 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to go into executive session with special appointed 

attorneys of Orrick firm at 9:30 a.m. for 30 minutes inviting Risk Manager Tanya Craig. 

Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  

 

Commissioner DeTro exited at 10:00 a.m. and requested an additional 15 minutes. 

 

Executive session ended at 10:15 a.m. no decisions were made.  

 

Motion Resolution 66-2016 Amend Resolution 13-2016 

Commissioner Campbell moved to approve resolution 66-2016 amending resolution 13-

2016 to extend the time for improvements by Mr. Gary Harper to be completed by 

September 30, 2016 for short plat development. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, 

motion carried.  

 

 



Commissioner Proceedings August 8, 2016 

Discussion – Jury Management 

Superior Court has submitted a resolution regarding the part time jury management 

employee being funded through the Trial Court Improvements Fund. The Superior Court 

judges are requesting funding for the position for the remainder of 2016 to include full 

cap level medical, dental, vision, life and disability benefits. 

 

The County Auditor does not agree with continuing to provide a part time employee with 

full benefits. Commissioner Kennedy agrees with the County Auditor. It is against the 

County personnel policy to pay full benefits for a part time employee. She noted the two 

policies:  

  

4.1.2 Regular Part Time Employee  
The County pays fifty percent (50%) of the premium for medical, dental, vision and life 

insurance benefits for regular part time salaried employees who work at least fifty 

percent (50%) of the time or 20 hours per week. If the employee works more than fifty 

percent (50%) of the time, more than 20 hours per week, the County pays a percentage 

of the premiums in proportion to the percentage of time worked.  

In order to be eligible for full time benefit coverage, a part time employee, who works full 

time on a temporary basis, must have worked full time for a period of at least 3 months. 

  
4.1.3 Temporary/Seasonal/Hourly Employee  
Temporary/Seasonal/Hourly employees are hired for a set duration of time, for a 

specific project or on an hourly basis and are not intended to be employed on a regular 

basis. These employees shall not be eligible for County benefits other than overtime for 

non-exempt employees. Temporary/Seasonal/Hourly employees are not eligible for 

holiday pay, annual leave or sick leave. 

 

Commissioner Kennedy also stated the Commissioners were told that employees would 

be cross trained in jury management and that this position would not be ongoing. 

 

Commissioners Campbell and DeTro both agree and would like clarification to 

understand the future intentions of this position. 

 

Commissioner Kennedy is concerned with the continual use of the trial court 

improvement fund for a jury management position that only serves the Superior Court 

and not District Court as well. The funds are intended to benefit both courts and with 

them needing upgrades and ADA compliance, she is worried these funds could be used 

for both departments in other ways. 
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Update – Public Works Administration – Ben Rough 

Perry Huston, Maurice Goodall 

 

Perry Huston presented the Commissioners with a map showing an easement Lori 

Morgan would like to trade to the County. She now owns the parcel to the south, the 

County owns the top parcel. She wants an easement on Hubbard road to access her 

parcel. Mr. Huston is requesting for direction from the Commissioners to work up the 

proposal. Commissioner Campbell asked for clarification with the map showing 

Constance Maple, etal being the parcel recently purchased by Ms. Morgan. Mr. Huston 

clarified that is the parcel and she does own the parcels above as well. Her goal is to 

gain access to her upper parcels. 

 

The Commissioners instructed Perry Huston to begin the proposal and get further 

information from Ms. Morgan. 

 

Mr. Huston addressed a public works employee working in his department and the best 

way to handle the position. The best efficiency, in his mind, is everyone in GIS staying 

together to provide services. This would impact the Assessor’s office as well, Larry 

Gilman handles the GIS for their department. Everyone involved should come to the 

table to have the discussion prior to bringing the union in.  

 

Commissioner Campbell feels having the cohesiveness of a department all providing a 

service to the public staying together for efficiency. 

 

Ben Rough stated he supports it for the efficiency as they all use the same software, 

etc. However, we need to ensure we follow the proper avenues for the union. 

 

Maurice Goodall joined the meeting to address the reimbursement of funds from FEMA. 

$15,500 will go to Public Works and $12,313 will go to Current Expense. There was a 

12.5% in kind match for the monies as well as 10% being held until a full audit is 

complete. Once the audit is completed, we will receive the remaining monies. 

 

Commissioner Kennedy asked for a better understanding of how the calculations were 

made for the final numbers. Mr. Goodall explained that in order to meet the 

requirements, we had to include Public Works in order to qualify. 

 

Perry Huston explained that the reimbursement can be handled however the 

Commissioners choose to deposit the funds.  



Commissioner Proceedings August 8, 2016 

 

Commissioner Campbell asked about funds and resources to clear burned trees that 

had fallen during the recent wind storm. There have been some complaints and he was 

told we cannot do it. Ben Rough believes we did get funding for it, but he wants to check 

before he speaks for sure. He will contact Ken Stanley and Mark Dawson. 

 

Fairgrounds – South Fence 

Trampas Stucker contacted Mr. Rough regarding the fence construction in the south 

area of the fairgrounds. There is a possible contract in the works with Erlandsen for a 

survey and Mr. Stucker feels Public Works is holding up the fence being done. 

Commissioner Campbell clarified the fence and the survey are two different issues that 

are being confused. The contractor has been contacted regarding the fence. 

 

Mr. Rough asked for direction for the Erlandsen contract, stating they can get it done by 

the end of September.  

 

Preliminary Budget Status 

Mr. Rough gave his departmental budget status and projects estimated for the 

upcoming year. Cari Hall contacted Ben Rough to discuss the problem of depositing 

funds into 123, solid waste closure fund, from 405, in order to purchase large items for 

solid waste. This year it is for new scales at the landfill. In order to allow the purchase, 

he needs a resolution to fix the current budget proposal. After this year, we need to 

decide if money should be going into fund 123 to purchase or, if it needs to be handled 

differently.  

 

Commissioner Campbell asked for clarification as to why we would deposit the money 

into the closure fund. Mr. Rough explained that’s the problem. They need to back it up 

with the paperwork so we are ok for this year. We need to have discussions of how to 

handle these purchases in the future.  

 

Commissioner Kennedy asked how much is actually in fund 123 for scale replacement. 

Mr. Rough stated roughly $300,000. Commissioner Kennedy stated we barely have 

enough, what if we have two scales go down at one time? Mr. Rough said they would 

have to use their ending fund balance. Also, the scales at the central landfill are 

different and do cost more than the other transfer stations. 

 

Mr. Rough stated he would really like authorization to submit the resolution for approval 

for the purchase of the scales from fund 123. Commissioner Kennedy asked why there 

is a rush for the resolution if they do not intend to purchase the new scale until 2017. 
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Mr. Rough explained for budgetary needs and to be in compliance before the end of the 

year.  

 

Commissioner Kennedy explained a decision on this does not need to be done today. 

She would rather wait until budget discussions to go over the situation with Cari Hall. 

This should be done at one time, to create a new fund to be in compliance in the future 

and to transfer money out of fund 123 if needed. Commissioner Kennedy would like a 

better understanding from Ms. Hall prior to signing a resolution. 

 

Heat Pump Failure – Public Health 

Mr. Rough has been soliciting bids for the heat pump in the Public Health wing of the 

building. The cost will be quite a bit, he will admit. Commissioner Kennedy asked who 

has been solicited for bids; she wants to ensure we are reaching out throughout the 

County. Mr. Rough informed the Commissioners of those contacted and has one more 

he would like to see if they are on the Small Works Roster. He went on to explain the 

entire situation of the age of the building and system. Mr. Rough then asked for 

direction on replacing the heat pump or compressor. Commissioner DeTro asked if his 

budget can support the project, Mr. Rough explained that bottom line he can. That 

particular line may be over and need a transfer.  

 

Commissioner Campbell requested that the bidders submit and explanation as to the 

suggestion they give to remedy the situation. We need to be sure the system and cost 

makes sense for our needs. 

 

USFS 4200 Rd 

Mr. Rough submitted a copy of an email exchange between himself and Matt Reidy with 

the Forest Service. In the emails, they discuss firewood removal on the 42 road. Mr. 

Reidy stated the road should be open around late fall or winter.  

 

Motion Closed Session 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to go into closed session at 1:40 p.m. for 20 minutes to 

discuss union negotiations with Rocky Jackson and invited Debi Hilts, Human 

Resources Coordinator. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried. 

 

Commissioner Kennedy exited at 2:00 p.m. and requested an additional 30 minutes. 

 

Commissioner DeTro exited at 2:30 p.m. and requested an additional 30 minutes.  

 

Commissioner DeTro exited at 3:00 p.m. and requested an additional 15 minutes. 
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The Commissioners exited the closed session at 3:15 p.m. with no decisions made.  

 

Update – Planning & Development – Perry Huston 

Chief Civil Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Albert Lin, Angie Hubbard, Dan Beardslee, 

Chris Erlandsen 

 

PD modification 2015-5 
    Sign Mylar 

Director Perry Huston asked that the Commissioners look at the Mylar map provided on 
the table. All Commissioners reviewed the map for the PD Modification. 
 

Subdivision Code-begin review 
Commissioner Kennedy asked if there was anything in the Zone Code that needs to be 
in the Subdivision Code. How do they coincide with one another? 
 
The PUD language will be replaced in the zone code and in the subdivision code later. 
The intent was to create in the cluster in the subdivision code where it belongs. It’s a 
freestanding process. You allow it in the zone code, but the particulars are in the 
subdivision code. There’s nothing to say you can’t replicate in both, but it makes sense 
to keep the zone code about zones and your subdivision code about subdivisions.  
 
Commissioner Kennedy says it looks and sounds like we are ready to go ahead with the 
subdivision code, Mr. Beardslee stated the committee feels it’s ready as well. 
 
Mr. Lin asked if this affects the density issue. Mr. Beardslee stated the subdivision code 
does not have anything about density or clustering. They’ve removed it completely. This 
will be addressed in the zone code down the line, but not in the subdivision code. Mr. 
Lin wants to ensure there will not be any issues, that the means and laws are followed.  
 
Commissioner Kennedy asked if it can go before the Planning Commission today. Mr. 
Huston stated should be ready in September. He will sit down and do the math to 
ensure proper comment period timing, etc.  
 
Angie Hubbard stated it needs a little tidying up in formatting and numbering and then 
will be ready to go. 
 
Commissioner Kennedy asked when the cluster will be ready. Mr. Huston stated we will 
pick up the subdivision code, a little more work on the addendum to ensure the 
clustering is correct. If it’s not remarkably different from what we currently have, it 
should go quickly.  
 
Mr. Beardslee explained generally, it’s a matter of taking PD out and replacing it with 
density.                  
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Code Enforcement 
            FEIS Mitigation 
Director Huston explained that he will be out in the field more to address code 
enforcement. He wants to address some CUP compliances to ensure everything is 
going well. Currently, we operate on a complaint basis and do not patrol. However, we 
do inspect CUP holders annually. 
 

IGA-CCT 
            Update 
Mr. Huston explained the differences between trust land and allotment land on tribal 
land. He also gave examples of tribal members not on tribal land going through the 
County for permitting. It has been working well.                              
USFS 

      Letter-Backcountry Packers 
Mr. Huston presented a letter addressed to Mike Williams, Forest Supervisor with the 
United States Forest Service. The letter addresses Commissioner support of the Pack 
and Saddle Outfitter Guide Special Use Permit in the Pasayten and Lake Chelan-
Sawtooth Wildernesses.  
 
Motion to Sign USFS Letter 
Commissioner Kennedy moved to sign the letter addressed to Mike Williams in support 
of the Pack and Saddle Outfitter Guide and inviting Mr. Williams to meet with the 
Commissioners to discuss the issue further. Motion was seconded, all in favor, motion 
carried. 
 

Oroville EMS/Update 
          Memorandum of understanding 
Director Huston will draft and forward to the Commissioners when ready. 

          
Tonasket EMS-update 
         Negotiation timeline 

    Vehicle inspections-update 
    Equipment inspections-update 
    DOH process 

 

Capital Facilities 
         Jail ceiling project 
         Auditorium doorway 
         Grandstands RFQ 
 

Juvenile Detention Facility 
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          Review 2nd draft findings 
           
 
Motion to Sign Steve Devin Letter 
Commissioner Kennedy moved to sign a letter addressed to Mr. Steven Devin regarding 
the Lodging Tax Advisory Committee membership. Motion was seconded, all were in 
favor, motion carried. 
 
Motion to Sign Carolyn Davis Appointment Clarification 
Commissioner Kennedy moved to sign an appointment letter to clarify Ms. Carolyn 
Davis’ position number on the Lodging Tax Advisory Committee. Motion was seconded, 
all were in favor, motion carried. 
 
Motion to Sign Certificate of Appreciation 
Commissioner Campbell moved to sign a Certificate of Appreciation to thank everyone 
for donations made to improve the Okanogan County Fair Home-Ec Building. Motion 
was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried. 
 
Motion - Voucher Approval - Commissioners 
Vouchers certified and audited by the Auditing Officer as required by RCW 42.24.080 

and those expense reimbursement claims certified as required by RCW 42.24.090 have 

been recorded on a list, and made available to the Board.  As of this date, the Board did 

vote, by unanimous vote, to approve the payroll vouchers in the amount of $916,543.12. 

Warrant numbers as cited on the attached blanket voucher list. Motion seconded and 

carried.  

 

Voucher Certification – Methow Valley EMS District 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to adjourn as the Board of County commissioners and 

Convene as the Methow Valley EMS District.  Motion was seconded and carried. 

 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to approve the Methow Valley EMS voucher in the 

amount of $54,456.58. Motion was seconded and carried. 

 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to adjourn as the Methow Valley EMS District and re-

convene as the Board of County Commissioners.  Motion was seconded and carried. 

 

Approve Consent Agenda 

Commissioner Campbell moved to approve the consent agenda 1-4 as presented. 

Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  

1. Commissioners’ Proceedings July 26, August 1, 2 and 3, 2016 
2. OKPUD Lease Amendment #1 – Tunk Mountain Power Line 
3. Professional Services Contract for Fair – Mrs. PUMPCO 
4. Professional Services Contract for Fair – Denise Konzek, Rabbit Judge 
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Motion to Sign Hazard Mitigation Grant Letter 

Commissioner Campbell moved to authorize the Chairman to sign a letter addressed to Cindy 

Carroll with Washington State Emergency Management stating the County has sufficient funds 

to meet local share requirements for the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program. Motion was 

seconded, all were in favor, motion carried. 

 

The Commissioners made mention these funds are an in-kind match of worker hours and not an 

actual monetary contribution for the grant. 

 

Motion to Sign Profanity Peak Letter to WDFW 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to sign a letter addressed to Jim Unsworth, Director of 

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife regarding the Profanity Peak Pack located in Ferry 

County. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried. 

 

Commissioners adjourned at 5:20 p.m. 

 


